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Hymn
Forth in thy name, O Lord, I go,
my daily labour to pursue,
thee, only thee, resolved to know,
in all I think or speak or do.
The task thy wisdom hath assigned
O let me cheerfully fulfil;
in all my works thy presence find,
and prove thy good and perfect will.
Thee may I set at my right hand,
whose eyes my inmost substance see,
and labour on at thy command
and offer all my works to thee.
Give me to bear thy easy yoke,
and every moment watch and pray,
and still to things eternal look,
and hasten to that glorious day;
for thee delightfully employ
whate’er thy bounteous grace hath given,
and run my course with even joy,
and closely walk with thee to heaven.

The Greeting
The minister greets the people and says
God in Christ has revealed his glory.
Come let us worship.
From the rising of the sun to its setting
the Lord’s name is greatly to be praised.
Give him praise, you servants of the Lord.
O praise the name of the Lord!

Prayers of Penitence
The grace of God has dawned upon the world
through our Saviour Jesus Christ,
who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own.
Let us confess our sins.
Silence is kept.
God be gracious to us and bless us,
and make your face shine upon us:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
May your ways be known on the earth,
your saving power among the nations:
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
You, Lord, have made known your salvation,
and reveal your justice in the sight of the nations:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

May the God of all healing and forgiveness
draw you to himself,
and cleanse you from all your sins
that you may behold the glory of his Son,
the Word made flesh,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Collect
Almighty God,
in Christ you make all things new:
transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace,
and in the renewal of our lives
make known your heavenly glory;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Old Testament Reading
Liz Skinner
A reading from the first book of Samuel.

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of
the Lord was rare in those days; visions were not widespread.
At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could
not see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone
out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark
of God was. Then the Lord called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ and he said, ‘Here I
am!’ and ran to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I
did not call; lie down again.’ So he went and lay down. The Lord called
again, ‘Samuel!’ Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for
you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call, my son; lie down again.’ Now
Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet
been revealed to him.

The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli,
and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ Then Eli perceived that the Lord
was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, ‘Go, lie down; and if he
calls you, you shall say, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.” ’ So
Samuel went and lay down in his place.
Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’
And Samuel said, ‘Speak, for your servant is listening.’ Then the Lord said
to Samuel, ‘See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make both
ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. On that day I will fulfil against Eli all
that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. For I
have told him that I am about to punish his house for ever, for the
iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he
did not restrain them. Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the
iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering for
ever.’
Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of
the Lord. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel
and said, ‘Samuel, my son.’ He said, ‘Here I am.’ Eli said, ‘What was it that
he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more
also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told you.’ So Samuel told
him everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, ‘It is the Lord; let
him do what seems good to him.’
As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall
to the ground. And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel
was a trustworthy prophet of the Lord.

New Testament Reading
Gillian Mwaramba
A reading from the book of Revelation.

I saw in the right hand of the one seated on the throne a scroll written
on the inside and on the back, sealed with seven seals; and I saw a mighty
angel proclaiming with a loud voice, ‘Who is worthy to open the scroll
and break its seals?’ And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth
was able to open the scroll or to look into it.

And I began to weep bitterly because no one was found worthy to open
the scroll or to look into it. Then one of the elders said to me, ‘Do not
weep. See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has
conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.’
Then I saw between the throne and the four living creatures and among
the elders a Lamb standing as if it had been slaughtered, having seven
horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all
the earth. He went and took the scroll from the right hand of the one
who was seated on the throne. When he had taken the scroll, the four
living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell before the Lamb, each
holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of
the saints. They sing a new song:
‘You are worthy to take the scroll
and to open its seals,
for you were slaughtered and by your blood you ransomed for God
saints from every tribe and language and people and nation;
you have made them to be a kingdom and priests serving our God,
and they will reign on earth.’

Hymn
Take my life, and let it be
consecrated, Lord, to thee;
take my moments and my days,
let them flow in ceaseless praise.
Take my hands, and let them move
at the impulse of thy love.
Take my feet, and let them be
swift and beautiful for thee.
Take my voice, and let me sing
always, only, for my King;
take my lips, and let them be
filled with messages from thee.

Take my silver and my gold;
not a mite would I withhold
take my intellect, and use
every power as thou shalt choose.
Take my will, and make it thine:
it shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart: it is thine own;
it shall be thy royal throne.
Take my love; my Lord, I pour
at thy feet its treasure-store.
Take myself, and I will be
ever, only, all for thee.

Gospel Reading
Alleluia, alleluia.
Christ was revealed in flesh, proclaimed among the nations
and believed in throughout the world.
Alleluia.
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to
him, ‘Follow me.’ Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and
Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found him about
whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph
from Nazareth.’ Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything good come out of
Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.’ When Jesus saw Nathanael
coming towards him, he said of him, ‘Here is truly an Israelite in whom
there is no deceit!’ Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did you come to know
me?’ Jesus answered, ‘I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called
you.’ Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King
of Israel!’ Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe because I told you that I saw
you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.’

And he said to him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and
the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.’
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
James Gilder

Affirmation of Faith
Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God.
Though he was divine,
he did not cling to equality with God,
but made himself nothing.
Taking the form of a slave,
he was born in human likeness.
He humbled himself
and was obedient to death,
even the death of the cross.
Therefore God has raised him on high,
and given him the name above every name:
that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow,
and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Peter Slater

These responses may be used
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
And at the end
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis
We say together
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Notices
Hymn
Dear Lord and Father of mankind,
forgive our foolish ways!
Re-clothe us in our rightful mind,
in purer lives thy service find,
in deeper reverence praise;
in deeper reverence praise.

In simple trust like theirs who heard,
beside the Syrian sea,
the gracious calling of the Lord,
let us, like them, without a word
rise up and follow thee;
rise up and follow thee.
O Sabbath rest by Galilee!
O calm of hills above,
where Jesus knelt to share with thee
the silence of eternity,
interpreted by love;
interpreted by love!
Drop thy still dews of quietness,
till all our strivings cease;
take from our souls the strain and stress,
and let our ordered lives confess
the beauty of thy peace;
the beauty of thy peace.
Breathe through the heats of our desire
thy coolness and thy balm;
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;
speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire,
O still, small voice of calm;
O still, small voice of calm!

The Blessing
Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory
and gladden your hearts with the good news of his kingdom;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

The Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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